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..- it Is Finished... 


1. 


Hark! the voice of love and mercy 
Sounds aloud from Calvary; 
See! it rends the rocks asunder, 
Shakes the earth, and veils the sky: 
“Tt is finished!” 


Hear the dying Saviour cry. 


2. 


Now redemption is completed, 
Sin atoned, the curse removed, 
Satan, death, and hell defeated, 
At his rising fully proved. 
All is finished! 


Here our hopes do rest unmoved. 
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3. 
Finished all the types and shadows 


Of the ceremonial law; 
Finished all that God had promised, 
Death and hell no more shall awe. 
“Tt is finished!” 


Saints, from hence your comfort draw. 


4. 


Tune your harps anew, ye seraphs! 
Join to sing the pleasing theme: 
All in earth and heaven uniting, 
Join to praise Immanuel’s name: 
Hallelujah! 
Glory to the bleeding Lamb! 


—Rev. Jonathan Evans. 
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EDITORIAL 
Impending Judgment 


One of the central truths of Christianity is the 
righteousness of God and the certainty of and neces- 
sity for the judgment of sin. God is not only holy, 
He is also the righteous Judge. Man is a sinner and 
this sin must be judged. But, God is also the God of 
love and merey and grace. Because of this love for 
man and man’s own helplessness, God has provided 
in His Son, judgment and punishment of sin so that 
man, accepting that wlhfich God has done for him, 
finds his sins judged in Another. Not only does he 
become free from the guilt of sin, but there is also 
given to him supernatural power to overcome temp- 
tations and, most amazing of all, he becomes right- 
eous in God’s sight. 


We have just taken a topical concordance and 
looked up the entire subject of judgment in the 
Bible. The judgment of a righteous God upon the 
sins of individuals and of nations is not a truth to 
be contemplated lightly. It is one of the most awe- 
inspiring and humbling experiences a man can have. 
In it we see something of the holiness of God and at 
the same time the awfulness of sin. We can only 
appreciate this in some measure when we realize 
that the intervention and sacrifice of the Divine Son 
of God was the only way by which God could save 
sinners. 


This study will also show us the mevitability of 
judgment. One has but to study the Bible records to 
see that this judgment came upon individuals be- 
cause of their personal sins. It came also on nations 
because of their national sins. The outstanding truth 
is that this judgment came on those who were un- 
repentant. It was as inexorable as the coming of 
night after day; as exacting as the ravages of time 
and disease on the body. Judgment came. 


But, what of today ? Has God changed? Can man 
‘vet away” with personal sins in our generation ? 
Can nations ignore or defy God and His laws and 
carry on at will? 


‘ 


The answer is the same. Sin was either judged at 
the Cross of Calvary or it will come to judgment in 
our own persons and on the nations of the world. 
The individual escapes his rightful condemnation if 
he accepts the sacrifice of Calvary. The nation like- 
wise escapes when its people confess their sins and 
turn from them to worship and obey God. 


‘These things being true; and they are; we need 
more preaching about the righteousness of God and 
the certain judgment of sin. “Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap,” is just as valid as the day it was 
first written. “The wages of sin is death,” is true 
now as always. “And sin, when it ts finished, 
bringeth forth death,” is as certain now as it was in 


Eden. 
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‘The plight of an unrepentant sinner in the hands 
of an angry God is the most fearsome thing in this 
world. God is angry with the wicked every day. His 
anger burns because sin is condoned and His for- 
giveness and righteousness is rejected. Man is con- 
demned because he refuses the redemption to be had 
in God's Son. 

But, you say: “We do not care for this picture of 
(god. Our God is a God of love and peace and 
beauty. He will not harm His creatures, He loves 
us.” Yes, He does love us. He loves us so much that 
He vave His only Son to die for us, that through 
faith in Him we might have eternal life. But, woe 
to that man who rejects salvation offered in God’s 
way and who seeks entrance into God’s holy presence 
by some other means. The day will come when such 
an one will look to the rocks and the mountains to 
cover him—but there will be no hiding place; for, 
“Our God is a consuming frre.” 


Judgment upon a rejecting and unrepentant sinner 
is awful to contemplate, but, it is certain. “dad to 
vou who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fre taking vengeance on them that 
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know not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power.” 


“He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy 
under two or three witnesses: of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace? For we know him 
that hath said, V engeance belongeth unto me, I will 
recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord 
shall judge his people. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God.” 


The message of God’s redeeming love must be 
preached against the backdrop of the awfulness and 
the certainty of judgment. 


As we look at America today we must face the 
inevitability of God’s punishment of us as a people. 
The momentum of a godly ancestry has carried us 
far, but that momentum is far spent. Sin in every 
form is flouted before our eves. We are a licentious 
people, an increasingly intemperate people. The Sab- 
bath is more and more a holiday instead of a holy 
day. Only too often we have a form of godliness but 
deny the power thereof. There is corruption and 
bribery and intrigue in high and low places. The 
power of righteous indignation is rarely felt. 


“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 


Judgment is certain—the message to us as indi- 
viduals, to America, to the world is: PREPARE TO 
MEET THY Gop!! —L.N.B. 


Divided Allegiance 


“They feared the Lord, and served their own 
gods.” If Kings 17:33. 


The “fear” spoken of here is not the genuine sort 
that is described by the wise man when he says: 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 
This fear of the Samaritans was a sentimental, super- 
stitious feeling like the heathen have sometimes for 
their gods. They knew enough of the true religion to 
be afraid to break away from it entirely but not 
enough of real fear of God to make them worship 
Him in sincerity. They were trying to do what Jesus 
says cannot be done: “No man can serve two mas- 


ters. 
Are these words applicable to America? 


We have Christian traditions in our land. This 
country has always been noted for Bibles, churches, 
great preachers. We call it a “Christian” land. Most 
of our people have a sentimental attachment to the 
faith of our fathers and mothers, and a sort of super- 
stitious fear of offending the God whom they, and 
we, perhaps, worship. We would be politely horrified 
by the thought that we were “heathen.” 


But does this sort of “fear” keep us from serving 
our own gods? Many of our people, and their num- 
ber is increasing by leaps and bounds, are the slaves 
of strong drink: many worship the dollar: others 
fall down at the shrines of pleasure and fashion: 
others yield themselves to the lowest desires and 
passions of the human heart. America is full of gods; 
not the material images of benighted lands, but the 
selfish, sinful and ambitious desires of men. In po- 
litical life, “‘politics come first”; in business, profit 
comes first; in social life, pleasure, or drink, or 
covetousness. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 


JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N.C. 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor 


_Asheville, N.C. 


‘Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 


Mr. A. Douglas Reed, Assistant to the Editor.................................... Weaverville, N.C. 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 

Rev. Edward Mack, D.D. 

Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. 


Rev. J. Kenton Parker 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. Wade C. Smith 


Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 
Rev. W. H. Frazer, D.D. 


Mr. Frank M. Akers, Jr. 

Mr. Richardson Ayres 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec.-Treas. 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 

Mr. Harvey G. Davis 

Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 

Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman 


Dr. J. Park McCallie 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mr. S. Donald Fortson 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Mr. Tom Glasgow 
Mr. W. Gettys Guille 
Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 
Mr. Horace Hull 
Mr. Kenneth Keyes 


Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, D.D. 
Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 


Mr. T. Walker Lewis 

Mr. T. S. McPheeters 

Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 

Mr. V. G. Phillips 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Mr. H. D. Vance 

Mr. W. R. Willauer 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation of 


the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Post Office at Weaverville, 
N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. TX, No. 37, March 14, 1951. $2.50 a year. 


MARCH 14, 1951 


d 
d 
iT 
3 
} 
| 3 


America will never be safe until God comes first; 
until we fear Him and serve Him in singleness of 
heart, and with sincerity and truth. —J.K.P. 


Posture In Prayer 


Frequently at worship we hear the expression: 
“We come into Thy presence ” ‘This seems 


rather odd, for surely Scripture teaches that we are 
always in God’s presence. Hagar said: ‘““Thou God’ 


seest me.” Psalm 139 asks: “Whither shall I flee 
from Thy presence... ”’ 


However, the omnipresence of God does not mean 
that we on our part are always conscious of His 
presence. Nor does the fact that God is everywhere, 
and that there is no escape from His all-seeing eye, 
require that we stand at attention during each hour 
of the day. A child playing in the room where its 
mother is sewing, may be utterly unconscious of per- 
son and work aside from that which absorbs his at- 
tention completely. It is when the mother speaks, or 
when he wants to ask a favor, or on an occasion of 
special joy or sorrow, that the child becomes con- 
scious of the mother’s presence. 


It is even so when we come “deliberately” into the 
Divine presence. It is the same when by conscious 
effort or focus of attention, or at stated times of 
public or private worship (never service, nor even 
worship-service) we bring our beings into awareness 
of God. In particular and special sense is prayer, as a 
part of worship, to be regarded as an expression or 
attitude, be it in home or at church, when, alone or 
with the congregation assembled, we are by active 
striving and concentration brought to the realization 
of the presence of God. 


Scripture for the ancient Hebrews taught the pro- 
priety of “rising up before thé hoary head.” Our 
parents taught us that a sense of reverence, of appre- 
ciation, of gentility, of courtesy, requires such re- 
sponse. An older person enters the room: we stand. 
A woman enters: we rise. The general appears: sol- 
diers come to attention. An advocate or appellant 
makes a plea on his feet, standing: before the court: 
for him to sit, would place him in contempt. No 
Britisher would do other than stand in the presence 
of His Majesty the King. Yet when prayer brings us 
into the deliberate and conscious realization of the 
King of Kings, when we address Deity direct, we 
sit! Do we do well to adopt this vogue? We take 
the Bible for our guide in conduct as in belief. But 
it appears that sitting is not an authorized practice 
during praver. 


There are three postures according to the Bible 
for those who pray: prostrate on the ground, kneel- 
ing, standing. Moses did “‘sit”’ on a stone, with two 
worthies to hold up his hands, but the likelihood is 
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that but for the physical impossibility on that oc- 
casion, he would have been standing. Elijah did “sit” 
under a juniper tree and “said unto the Lord ... ” 
But his was neither a proper mood nor attitude for 
reverential praying. David, following Nathan's fore- 
cast and promise from God, is recorded as having 
“sat” and having “said unto the Lord” the words of 
a great prayer. In the light of abundant illustra- 
tions, it is presumable that, after sitting, the king 
arose to pray. And who would complain now if any 
should imitate the king squatting on his heels rather 
than being at ease on a plush-cushion pew! 


Abram fell on his face before the Lord. Moses 
bowed his head toward the earth. Hannah prayed 
standing. Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face 
to the ground. David fell on his face in his cry for 
pardon. Daniel kneeled three times a day in prayer. 
(Hezekiah sick and Jonah swallowed, were pardon- 
able exceptions as to bodily position in prayer). Also 
the Apostle Paul in stocks. Our Lord “fell on his 
face” in prayer; also He “kneeled” and prayed. He 
enjoined: ‘“‘When ye pray standing, forgive ... ” 
The apostle Peter kneeled; the apostle Paul and 
his companions kneeled. Even the Pharisee “stood 
and prayed...” 


Thus there is a reason for the Presbyterian atti- 
tude in prayer—or reasons. And it could be added 
that common sense also makes contribution to cus- 
tom which is in turn derived from Scripture; for 
when the congregation sits in prayer there is all the 
more ample opportunity for the Devil to take the 
mind wandering, or for the body to become drowsy, 
while the position of standing, by the very fact that 
one has to keep awake to remain upright, will tend 
to help the prayer and praying, as the minister di- 
rects in this part of the worship. 


Is sitting in prayer a confession to the weakness 
of the flesh? Is it conformity to custom—doing as 
some others do? Is it making worship easier, lazier? 
(To stand while singing, doubtless helps that part 
of worship. Those who are infirm or aged need 
never feel embarrassed in remaining seated. The 
pastor can always pray in moderate length, especi- 
ally when he has been careful to prepare his prayer, 
even as he prepares his sermons—or should so do). 


To conclude: there seems to be no valid reason to 
reverse the postures of singing and praying. Not 
that there is condemnation of standing for song: but 
that in the light of history, heritage and scripture, 
we do decry sitting down during prayer. Our re- 
visers of the Book of Church Order, under the di- 
vision of the Directory for Worship, fell far short 
of advancement when they omitted, and the Church 
approved, the following: ‘The standing posture is 
sanctioned by Scripture, and is recommended by the 
practice of the primitive Church and by the im- 
memorial usage of Presbyterians.’ Not all change is 
jmprovement. —R.F.G. 
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Catechists 


Writing in Kittel’s theological dictionary of the 
New Testament, Professor H. W. Beyer, of Leip- 
zig, shows that Paul always used the Greek verb, 
katecheo, exclusively in the sense, to give instruction 
in the content of faith. Moreover, he generally used 
it in the sense of giving primitive or primary instruc- 
tion therein. In Galatians, the Apostle bids him who 
is catechised in the Word to share all good things 
with his catechist. The office of catechist in Gala- 
tians 6:6 occupies the same place that teacher does 
in I Cor. 12:28 and Eph. 4:11. The catechist has a 
right to support by the Church for his ministry of 
teaching. 


Indeed, it is interesting that when Paul came to 
' the important work of teaching he did not use for 
his technical term the “philosopher” of the Greeks, 
nor even the Jewish “rabbi” who taught religious 
things. (Rom. 2:18). But since the Christian teach- 
ing was a new or distinct work he used this rela- 
tively new word for this office, one that was strange 
to Jews, catechist. 


In Second Clement the word is used of preparing 
candidates for baptism, and by the time of Ter- 
tullian the catechumens had become a class of the 
Christian community distinct from the believers and 
from the penitents. In the third century there was 
first the worship service of the catechumens, that is 
the service at which they were present, and then 
later the worship exclusively of the believers. In the 
catechetical school of Alexandria Christian theology, 
apologetics, exegesis and text criticism were devel- 
oped. Thus the term catechist, with its correlative 
terms, catechesis and catechism and catechumens, 
has a good and a distinctively Christian usage. 


At the present time, the Lutheran Church in 
occupied Germany is bringing back this New Testa- 
ment office and using catechists to help the pastors 
give Christian instruction in their tremendous par- 
ishes. Formerly, religious instruction was given in 
the public schools. That is forbidden in East Ger- 
many. The old state parishes are too large for the 
pastors alone to reach, the Pauline office is being re- 
vived and used. Is there not here a matter that ought 
to receive our careful consideration in our own Pres- 


byterian Church in the United States?) —W.C.R. 
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A “Den Of Thieves” 


This is a very strange and a very strong term to 
use when speaking of the temple. Is it not true, how- 
ever, that the best and holiest places become the 
lowest and vilest when they are turned from their 
purpose ? 


Can the Church, like the temple, become a “den 
of thieves?’’ We shrink from such an idea, or such a 
question, but we should face it fairly and squarely? 


Does not unbelief, in any of its forms, rob God’s 
people of the very finest and best? If and when the 
pulpit becomes a place where “another Gospel”’ is 
preached (which is not “another,” for there can be 
no substitute for the Gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ), are not those who come to 
worship robbed in the very House of God? 


Robbed of their hope of salvation, for the so- 
called gospel has no power to save from sin. Robbed 
of the unsearchable riches of Christ, and the riches 
of His grace, for it is only through the true gospel 
that we are made heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Jesus Christ. Robbed of a Christ-like character and 
influence. Robbed of the comfort and peace which 
comes “in believing.”” Robbed of the hope of the life 
to come through Jesus Christ. 


Yes, unbelief can turn any church into a “den of 
thieves.”’ It can also turn a college or university into 
the same thing. Many of our young men and women 
from Christian homes have been robbed thus in our 
institutions of learning. Germany became poor in 
Christian character when unbelief swept through 
that country. America can easily be robbed in like 


manner. —J.K.P. 


The New Testament 
Doctrine Of Man* 


In this booklet, the distinguished professor in the 
University of Zurich has given an interesting pre- 
sentation of the New Testament picture of man, the 
man whom the Gospel of Jesus Christ confronts. 
According to the synoptic preaching, Jesus calls all 
men to repentance, that is, to conversion. And since 
the call to conversion is directed to all men, this pre- 
supposes that all men need conversion. Jesus assumes 
the universal sinfulness of all men. Our Lord’s refer- 
ences to the righteous who need no repentance are 
not exceptions. Only those who know they are sin- 
ners will hear his call to salvation—therefore he is 
first of all inviting his self-righteous hearers to rec- 
ognize that they are sinners. 


In distinction from Harnack’s thesis that Mark 
8 :35-36 teaches the infinite value of the human soul, 


*Kuemmel, Prof. W. G., of Zurich, Das Bild 
des Menchen im Neuen Testament, Zurich, 1948, 
Page 59. 
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Kuemmel shows that this text does not teach the 
special value of the human soul, but on the contrary 
seeks to warn men of the danger of losing the 
heavenly life through their preoccupation with 
worthless earthly acquisitions. “Man is for Jesus 
quite definitely the crown of creation, but Jesus de- 
rives from that not a particularly high valuation of 
man before God but rather the obligation of man.” 
God has created man to a definite task, to bring 
forth fruit. Because man as a creature is obligated to 
such service to God, therefore Jesus likens him to 
the slave who, when he returns weary from the 
field, must still work for the master. (Lk. 17:7f). 
“We are poor slaves, we have only done what we 
ought to have done.” “Man is for Jesus clearly God’s 
slave and as a creature obligated to the service of 
God who will demand of him a reckoning.”’ But man 
does not do God’s will, and this is not merely a case 
of a fancied lower nature opposing a higher nature. 
As, even Bultmann recognizes: “Not the sensuality 
of man is the evil in him, but the whole man is evil 
since his will is evil.” 


Referring to the several passages in the synoptics 
in which Jesus speaks of men becoming children of 
God, Kuemmel writes: “Jesus never presupposes 
that men are simply by nature the children of God, 
but He expects their incorporation into Divine son- 
ship by God only when the man by meeting with 
Jesus has allowed himself to be called to conversion 
and then does God’s will. The Divine sonship is not 
the presupposition but the final end of the redemp- 
tive activity of God.” (Page 19). 


In Paul “flesh” stands in opposition to God or to 
Spirit and designates the whole man who as a sinner 
stands in opposition to the Creator. The Epistles 
know of no inner essence of man that is naturally 
related to God, but only of the whole man. who as 
flesh, body, soul, stands in opposition to God, and in 
his historical activity belongs to the wicked age that 
is passing away. While Paul’s terminology is deter- 
mined largely by rabbinical and hellenistic influ- 
ences, in its essence the picture of man presented by 
Paul agrees with the picture presented by Jesus in 
the synoptics. And this means that for the Epistles 
salvation is no natural redemption, but a historical 
activity of God which signifies the beginning of a 
new won and speaks of man as translated into the 
Kingdom of the Son of God’s love. 


Further, the portrait of man in John’s Gospel is 
not an a priori taking over of hellenistic representa- 
tions, but rather John also has formed his concep- 
tion of man fundamentally on the ground of the 
experience of God’s historical acts of salvation in 
Christ, so that this picture of man also can only be 
understood from these historical saving acts of God. 


—Wnm. C. R. 


“Summary Of The Christian Faith, According 
To The Shorter Catechism,” again available. Order 
from The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 


ville, N. C. $ .20 postpaid. 
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Worship 


ESUS, in His conversation with the woman at 
the Samaritan well, ended a controversy ot 
long standing and forever cast aside one of the 

stumblingblocks to right worship. He taught us that 
true worship is a spiritual exercise, and that it is not 
to be bound up with any material trappings. 


At the time of the Reformation this principle was 
rediscovered, after having been lost for many cen- 
turies. ‘The enlightened leaders of that movement 
stripped from the places of worship all material rep- 
resentations that had come to be regarded as objects 
of worship in place of a spiritual God. There always 
seems to be a temptation to represent God in some 
material form. he Lord’s people must be on guard 
constantly to preserve and protect this invaluable 
heritage of spiritual worship. 


Not only is there danger of debasing worship 
through the intrusion of material objects, but there 
is danger in the introduction into worship of a 
worldly appeal. This pitfall may have been dug in 
an attempt to increase attendance at worship ser- 
vices. It has been thought that people failed to go to 
church because they considered the services dull. In 
answer to this problem, some churches have sought 
to become attractive and entertaining, even if it 
meant appealing to the worldliness in human nature. 


Certainly there is nothing wrong with Christian 
people enjoying social fellowship as a church. Jesus 
Was not averse to social gatherings and entertain- 
ment, but there is no record of His mixing such 
things with worship. ‘The modern error is not in 
having light fellowship in the Christian church 
group, but in mixing harmless, but worldly, enter- 
tainment with worship. 


HERE are two manifestations of this worldli- 

ness in worship that we shall consider here. 
There may well be others, but these two serve very 
adequately to illustrate the problem. 
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By Rev. Hoyt Evans 


FRANKLIN, N. C. 


In the first place, there is the practice of making 
preaching entertaining rather than inspirational and 
instructive, or, at least, an attempt to combine enter- 
tainment with the legitimate aims of preaching. That 
is not to condemn motives, but practices. The 
preacher who takes as his subject, “Che Philosophy 
Of Popeye,” or “The Upside-down Wheelbarrow,” 
or “Pistol-packing Mamma,” may have the best of 
motives. It may be his idea just to catch the atten- 
tion of the congregation and then become serious, 
but the fact is that he is introducing to the service of 
worship an appeal which is very secular and very 
worldly. 


The second manifestation of worldliness in wor- 
ship is the use of a type of music in the church which 
would be branded as unforgivably sensual if it were 
heard anywhere else. If such ditties appeal to the 
baser nature of mankind when heard outside the 


_ church, they can hardly be expected to appeal to the 


right nature in the church. If these jazzy hedonistic 
tunes are to be condemned in secular life, we cannot 
fit Hippant phrases to them and expect them to add 
to the spirituality of worship when used in the 


church. 


In these two evidences of encroaching worldliness 
we find a strange paradox. The church which is ap- 
pealed to by a racy sermon subject is apt to abhor 
jazzy music. On the other hand, the church which 
specializes in “Hit Parade” music is likely to expect 
reverent handling of the preaching. 


The service of worship is no place for entertain- 
ment, if spirituality is to be preserved and main- 
tained. It may be that attendance will increase where 
a dose of entertainment is injected, but if a man 
comes to church only when his worldly nature is ap- 
pealed to, you have good reason to raise the question 
as to how much actual worshipping he does. 


Jesus said that true worship is a spiritual activity. 
let us determine, with His help, to keep the worship 
in our churches spiritual, and to guard against the 
intrusion of both material objects of worship and 
worldly appeals to worship. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MARCH 25 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Through Death To Life 


Scripture: Mark 15-16. Devotional Reading: | 
Corinthians 15:20-28. 


“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” “In Adam’; “In Christ.” The vital 
question for every man is this: Am I in Adam, or in Christ? When sin entered the world death came upon all 
men. It is only in Christ that we have life. Here is the clear-cut dividing line between the lost and the 
saved. Men try to make other dividing lines, but the Bible knows but two classes of people in the world: 
those who are “in Adam,” and those who are “in Christ.” Before we go further in this lesson let each of us 
be sure that we have passed from death to life by faith in the living, conquering Son of God. 


“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ—His victory over 
death—is the most important fact of our Christian 
religion. Without His resurrection His death means 
nothing more than the death of some other great and 
good man dying a noble martyr’s death. It is His 
resurrection that puts the seal of approval and ac- 
ceptance upon His atoning death on the cross and 


proves that He is indeed the Son of God. 


Our lesson includes His death and resurrection: 
“Through death to life.’”’ Death is not the end, but 
the door through which He goes to His resurrection 
glory. The symbol of the Church is not a crucifix 
with a dead Saviour hanging from the tree, but an 
empty Cross, from which He was taken to His 
tomb, to rise again and ascend to heaven. The topic 
naturally divides itself into two sections, (1) His 
death, and (2) His resurrection. 


I. His Death: Mark 15 


Jesus had been tried (if we can call it a trial), 
before Annas, Caiaphas, and the hurriedly called 
meeting of the Sanhedrin, and condemned as worthy 
of death. Another meeting of the highest Jewish 
tribunal called in the morning, ratified what had 
been done. They condemned Him to death, but they 
did not have the authority to execute the sentence. 
It was necessary, therefore to take Him before the 
Roman governor, Pilate. 


1. The Trial before Pilate. To the direct question, 
Art thou the King of the Jews? Jesus replied, Thou 
sayest it, but to other questions He made no reply. 
The Old Testament prophet had said that like a 
sheep before his shearers, He would be dumb. 


Pilate, recognizing that Jesus is innocent, tries in 
a variety of ways to release Him. (It would be well 
to read the other accounts, and get the added de- 
tails). 


The governor knew that for envy they had 
delivered Him. Envy has an awful record both in 
the Bible and in profane history. 


It had been the custom to release some noted 
prisoner at the Passover season, so Pilate tries to get 
their approval to release Jesus, but, led by their 
rulers, the people shouted for Barabbas to be re- 
leased, and Jesus to be crucified. Did some of those 
who shouted hosanna just a few days previously now 
cry crucify? 


We do not know, of course, but a mob of people is 
likely to praise a man one day and vilify him the 
next. I have seen this happen even in our day. So 
Barabbas, the guilty robber and murderer goes free 
while the innocent Son of God is delivered to be 
crucified. Is not this a vivid illustration of what 
takes place when we by faith claim Him as our 
substitute and redeemer? 


2. The scene in verses 15-20 shows the beast again, 
this time in the brutal Roman soldiers. This is not 
quite as surprising as the scene in 14:65 where the 
Jewish rulers treated Him so shamefully. Part of 
the treatment accorded Jesus by the Roman soldiery 
is accounted for by their natural brutality, and part 
by their scorn of the Jews and anyone who claimed 
to be the king of the Jews. 


3. “Led him out to crucify him.” On the road, 
Jesus who was bearing His cross, gave way, and 
they compelled one Simon, a Cyrenian, to bear the 
Cross. 


4. It is useless and superfluous to try to add any- 
thing to the picture of the crucifixion as painted by 
Mark and the other gospel writers. The best thing 
to do is to read and reread until every detail stands 
out in our minds and hearts. Try to stand there our- 
selves and view the scene. The negroes have a fine 
spiritual which brings this out: “Were you there 
when they crucified my Lord.” It was my privilege 
once to hear the Hampton Quartet sing this at 
Davidson College. I believe it made a deeper im- 
pression than any other spiritual. Isaac Watts, in his 
immortal hymn, put it this way: 
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When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


5. “He saved others, himself He cannot save.” 
How true are these words, although spoken by His 
enemies ! 


6.The vail of the temple was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom. ‘The way into the holy of 
holies is now open and we can come with confidence 
to the throne of grace to obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. God had to tear the 
vail, not man, so it was torn from the fop. 


7. “Truly this was the Son of God.” As they 
watched him there, the reactions were different. 
‘Two men, at least, were saved, ‘‘at the cross”: the 
thief and the centurion. 


8. And with the rich in his death: so the prophet 
had predicted. Joseph, a wealthy member of the 
Sanhedrin, a secret believer like Nicodemus, came 
and begged the body of Jesus. He is ready at last to 
risk the displeasure, and perhaps the persecution, of 
his fellow-rulers. 


ll. His Resurrection: Mark 16 


1. ‘The visit of the women. Nothing was further 
trom the thoughts of these devoted women than His 
resurrection. ‘hey were not coming to see a risen 
Saviour, but a dead man—one whom they loved— 
but one whom they thought had gone the common 
way of mankind. ‘hey came to anoint a dead body. 
Their problem was, Who shall roll away the stone? 


In these women, and in the disciples who came 
later, we can find nothing to even remotely suggest 
the absurd theory which has been advanced by some 
unbelievers, to try to explain away the reality of His 
resurrection. In fact, the women and the disciples 


Books By 
WILLIAM CHILDS ROBINSON 
Christ The Hope Of Glory .................... $3.00 
$3.00 
What Is Christian Faith? .................... $1.00 
Who Say Ye That I Am? ..............cmuue $2.50 
Christ The Bread Of Life ..... — 60 


These Books May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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were hard to convince; they refused to believe until 
the evidence was conclusive and often repeated. 
When they were convinced, however, they were 
ready to lay down their lives in defense of the truth, 
and many of them did have to do this very thing. 


“He is risen, He is not here.” This was the 
glorious message of the “young men” clothed in 
white. The empty tomb is our hope. The Moham- 
medan can boast of a tomb in which lies the remains 
of this false prophet, but the Christian boasts of the 
empty tomb from which both the spirit and the body 
of their Lord and Master have come forth and gone 
to the right hand of God. One is the symbol of a 
dead and hopeless false religion; the other is the 
symbol of a living and reigning Christ who shall 
come in the clouds of glory to raise us from the dead, 
and to judge the world. 


“And Peter.” Dr. Chapman has made these words 
precious to many in his splendid sermon. We see in 
this personal message the love that Jesus has for the 
weak ‘‘back-slider,” and a call to him to repent and 
return to his allegiance. 


ae 


‘“Trembled,” “amazed,” “afraid”: these words de- 
scribe the feelings of those disciples when the stu- 
pendous news came to them. 


2. The appearance to Mary Magdalene: (See 
John 20 for more details) 


3. To the two disciples: (See Luke 24 for a de- 
tailed account of this most interesting appearance). 


+. The appearance to the 11: (See John and Luke, 
and I Corinthians 15:5 for more this). 


He gives them His great command: Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
(See Matthew 28:19) 


“The signs following.” As we read the story of 
the spread of the gospel in Acts we see how this was 
fulfilled. 


5. His ascension to the right hand of God: (see 
Luke 24+ and Acts 1) 


6. ‘The concluding words of this Gospel. 


Pocket Bible Handbook 


By Hally 
An invaluable little sourcebook of all sorts of 
help in Bible Study. Briefly summarizes facts 
regarding each book and is helpful in many 
ways toward understanding of Biblical ar- 
rangement, study, etc. $2.00. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


VESPER TOPICS FOR MARCH 25 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 


When I 


Introduction 


As young people we often put the thought of death out into the far-away future because we are full of the 


present, and death seems very remote. In this day and age, with our highways what they are, and with the 


dangers of war just around the corner, death has moved in to become our constant companion. But our 
facing of the fact of death is a responsibility that falls upon us, regardless of whether death is going to be 


soon or late in our experience. 


We are not prepared to live until we are prepared 
to die, and when we are prepared to die we are 
ready to live. Until we have seen death in its rela- 


soy to life we have not found the meaning of 


ya and will not invest life wisely. 


The older generation perhaps over-emphasized 
death, and the fear of death, almost to the point of 
being morbid; but we, on the other hand, are flip- 
pant and indifferent concerning death and have come 
to the place where we presume that no matter how 
we live, there is some sort of an immortality of 
spirit for all of us. At this Easter season we need to 
face our topic again in the light of the Word of God, 
in order that by being prepared to die, we may be 
ready to live. And being ready to live, we are pre- 
pared to die. 


Scripture Lesson - | Corinthians 15:20-26 
1. The Guarantee - V 20 


‘These words come to us in the midst of the great 
chapter on Christ’s resurrection and ours. This 
verse declares the simple fact that our resurrection 
from the dead is guaranteed by the fact that Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead. In the Old Testament 
economy the first fruits was the promise that the 
whole harvest would come later. Because Christ died 
and rose again two thousand years ago, we know 
that in our own time we too will die and rise again. 


2. The Assurance - V 21-23 


But the resurrection of Christ does not automatic- 
ally guarantee that we shall rise and live forever 
with Him. The words of these verses present the 
profound truth of the Christian faith. It is simply 
stated thus: you and I have been born into the race 
of Adam and therefore we die because death belongs 
to that race. When we believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ we are born again into the divine race of 
Christ and we partake of everlasting life because 
everlasting life belongs to Him. Therefore, if we are 
in Christ by a definite act of faith in Him and 
dedication of life to Him, we have the assurance of 
rising again. If we are not in Christ, then we have 
no assurance. 


10 


Just as a magnet held over a piece of ground will 
draw all of the metallic particles to itself and leave 
the wood, so when the Lord Jesus Christ returns 
from heaven all those in whom the Spirit of Christ 
dwells will be drawn up to meet Him, and those 
who do not have His Spirit will remain. 


3. The Vitality - V 24 


The fact that Christ rose in the past and that all 
believers in Christ will rise in the future, also has 
a very practical bearing upon our life. Because Christ 
rose from the dead and ascended to the right hand of 
the Father, we know that we have a riser, living 
Christ, who shall rule and reign until all alien 
power shall have been put down, and all the king- 
doms of the world become the Kingdom of our Lord 
and His Christ. While we await that day, we serve 
a risen Lord, who shall reward us in His coming 
and we know that no labor of ours is empty. That 
means that any labor we do for the Lord shall be 
blessed, and that any labor we do will not be for- 
gotten by God in the day of His rewarding of His 
saints. 


4+. The Victory - V 25-26 


We must always remember that death is an 
enemy. Often our pretty words and our sweet smell- 
ing flowers are an effort to hide the fact that an 
enemy had done this. Every person who dies is a 
sermon concerning the truthfulness of God when He 
said, ““The soul that sins it shall die.’”’ But every 
death,is also a prophecy of the fact that because 
Christ rose, we too shall rise, and because Christ 
conquered death, someday the enemy shall be com- 
pletely destroyed and done away. 


SUGGESTIONS 


In the program outline be sure to take time, when 
you come to the Scripture lesson, to study the pass- 
age and emphasize the things that must be empha- 
sized about death in order to have the full-rounded 
Christian view. ‘hey are practically all presented in 
the suggested outline of the Scripture above. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


C.T.S. Announces 
Awards For 


Graduate Study 


The faculty of Columbia Seminary is pleased to 
announce the awards recently made to seven Seniors 
of the institution in recognition of their distinguished 
records as students. 


Mr. William Thurman of Decatur, Ga. and Mr. 
Harold Minor of Atlanta, Ga. have been elected as 
winners of Bryan Fellowships. Mr. Thurman has 
recently accepted a call to the pastorate of the Pres- 
byterian Church at Jefferson, Ga. and Mr. Minor 
is pastor-elect of the Smyrna Presbyterian Church in 
Atlanta Presbytery. 


Alumni Fellowships have been awarded to Mr. 
Ismael Andrade of Recife, Brazil; Mr. George W. 
Long Jr. of Southside, W. Va.; Mr. Charles L. 
Moffatt of Johnson City, Tenn., and Mr. David R. 
Moorefield of Lancaster, 


Mr. Long will become pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Chickamauga, Ga. upon his graduation, 
while Mr. Andrade expects to return to his native 
Brazil as a teacher in the Presbyterian Seminary of 
the North at Recife. 


Mr. Moffatt and Mr. Moorefield have not yet 
announced their plans for the coming year. The 
stipends of the Bryan and Alumni Fellowships will 
be available at any time within the next five years 
tor graduate study at any recognized theological 
school of America or Europe. 


Mr. Albert G. Harris, Jr. of Macon, Ga., has 
been elected to a teaching fellowship in the Depart- 
ment of Systematic Theology at Columbia Seminary. 


Lawson Church 
Hears Kline In 


Special Services 


‘The Rev. Theodore Kline, pastor of the St. Paul’s 
USA Presbyterian Church of St. Louis, Mo., was 


in charge of a series of evangelistic services held in 


the Lawson Presbyterian Church of Upper Missouri. 


Presbytery recently. 


Eight persons were added to the membership of 
the church during the services. Members of the 
congregation were in charge of entertaining the 
visiting preacher. Special music was given by the 
youth organization of the church and Mrs. John 
N. DiGiacomo, wife of the pastor of the church, 
portrayed gospel hymns in chalk drawings. 
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VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES 


HELPFUL 
FREE 
GUIDEBOOK 


Your copy of “How to Build a Better 
V. B. S.” is ready. A helpful guide- 
book, it contains “tips” from many 
successful schools and leaders. 


Also presents the 3 complete Stand- 
ord V. B. S. Courses—the favorite 
BIBLE courses of more and more 
schools every year. Describes many 
NEW study helps, teaching aids, 
poster (shown above), certificate, but- 
ton, tag, etc. 


It’s a book that can help you have a 
BETTER Vacation Bible School. Ask 
at your bookstore, or write us for 
your FREE copy today. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


Dudley Elected 
Synod Secretary 


The council of the synod of North Carolina has 
elected Dr. Harold J. Dudley, of Wilson, N. C. 
the first executive secretary of the synod to take 
office April 1, with headquarters in Raleigh, N. C. 
Dr. Dudley has accepted the election. 


Dr. E. E. Gillespie, who retired as superinten- 
dent of home missions in 1948, but who has held 
on at synod’s request until a successor should be 
elected, will function until April 1, at Greensboro, 
North Carolina. 


Recommend The Journal In ‘5! 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


“WEEP NO MORE MY LADY,” by W. E. 
Debnam. Published by The Graphic Press, Raleigh, 
N. C. Price 50c. (Address orders to the author, 
1313 Williamson Drive, Raleigh, N. C.) 


This little book of sixty pages is a Southerner’s 
answer to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt’s report on “The 


Poor And Unhappy South.” 


We had expected a hilarious bit of badinage. In- 
stead we found a serious historical review of condi- 
tions in the South immediately following the. War 
Between the States and the difficult years, made 
more difficult by punitive actions against an already 
defeated and devastated land. 


We commend this little book to all who are inter- 
ested in the problems peculiar to the South. We 
commend it especially to those who look on us with 
pity or contempt. Most of all we would commend it 
to reformers from without our borders. They will be 
more effective in their work if they at least under- 
stand some of our history. —L.N.B. 


WORLD MISSIONS, by Martha L. Moennich. 
Zondervan Publishing House. $2. A graphic ac- 
count of the sacrificial labors of missionaries 
throughout the world and the crying need for 
further world-wide missionary endeavor is the 
emphasis of this heart-stirring volume. Miss Moen- 
nich gives a concise yet comprebensive inside view 
of the countries of the world, portraying their re- 
ligious life, racial compositions, standards of living, 
language, and health conditions. The names of many 
missionaries and the names of missions represented 
in the various gospel-starved areas of the earth are 
given in this soul-stirring account. 


GOD'S MAN IN MANHATTAN, by Mel Lar- 
sen. Zondervan Publishing House. $2. A biography 
of William Ward Ayer. The story of a man whose 
life the Spirit of God has used to bless countless 
numbers of people. This book is spiritually stimulat- 
ing and intellectually refreshing. 


FORTY YEARS IN THE AFRICAN BUSH, 
- by Josephine C. Bulifant. Zondervan Publishing 
House. $2. This book gives much light on the life 
and problems of Africa. It is dramatic verbal picture 
of the work, difficulties, dangers, and successes of 
missionary endeavor in the heart of Africa, written 
by a missionary who has faithfully and sacrificially 
labored for the Lord in that field white unto 
harvest. This enlightening revelation of the Dark 
Continent is indeed worthy of a place in the Chris- 
tian’s missionary library. 


OUR LORD PRAYS FOR HIS OWN, by 
Marcus Rainsford. Moody Press. $3.50. This is a 
wonderful commentary on the 17th chapter of the 
Gospel according to St. John. The exposition of this 
high-quality prayer of our Lord is clear, solid, and 
Scriptural. It appeals to both mind and heart. Dr. 
W: H. Griffeth Thomas said of this work that it 
is especially valuable for those “who are just 
beginning their ministry.” It is a work “which will 
afford them the very clearest guidance and no little 
establishment in the faith.”” This work has become 
classic. It is a recognized masterpiece, both of 
devotional and expository literature. 


SUNSHINE AFTER STORM, by Norman E. 
King. Zondervan Publishing House. $1.50. This 
captivating narrative pivots about a scheming church 
officer and his underhanded opposition to Pastor 
Bob and his lovely wife, Mary. This novel is a 
thrilling tale of faith being victor. 


JUNIOR-HI KIT NO. 7. Westminster Press. $3. 
For the Junior High Fellowship of the church and 
related Intermediate organizations. It includes an 
introduction for the adult adviser. 


YOUTH FELLOWSHIP KIT, Volume 8. West- 
minster Press. $3. Discussion topics and year-round 
program suggestions for young people’s fellowships, 
societies, and clubs. The programs are varied in 
merit. The adult adviser should examine each one. 


THIS AND THAT FROM ATOZ, by W. P. 
Stahl. Christopher Publishing House. $1.75. This 
little book is written in an animated and witty 
manner, emphasizing the principles of the Golden 
Rule in life. 


ASBURY RIDGE, by John Hampton Atkinson. 
Christopher Publishing House. $4. Many charming 
and amusing incidents come to light in the course of 
this skillfully-drawn narrative, which is concerned 
with Asbury Ridge from the point of view of a 
family of three youths as they grew up from 
nursery-school age. This book will furnish many 
hours of delightful entertainment. 


EIGHTY PLUS, by Lydia Mantle Fox. Christo- 
pher Publishing House. $3.50. An unusual auto- 
biography of a remarkable woman whose eventful 
and useful life has covered the span of years from 
the 1880’s to the 1950's. It is an unforgettable 
story. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Di 
Ine 
an 
sm 
G 
on 
pu 
du 

th 
ar 
T 
B 
th 
a 
rl 
| w 
| 
F 
$ 
st 
n 
n 
| al 

| 

12 


| 


DOES SCIENCE SUPPORT THE SCRIP- 
TURES, by Oscar E. Sanden. Zondervan Publish- 
ing House. $2. The most stimulating book on science 
and the Bible available to the average reader is this 
small volume which contains a foreword by Billy 
Graham. It is literally crammed with facts of science 


‘on an evangelistic level. This is just the volume to 


put in the hands of some high school student, 
businessman or serviceman who needs to be intro- 
duced to modern science from the Biblical viewpoint. 


Scores of ministers across the land have written 
the author concerning the new interest this work has 


aroused. —Charles G. Hamilton, D.D. 


THE LIVELY PILGRIM, by Bastian Kruithof. 
Baker Book House. $2.50. The Lively Pilgrim is 
the sparkling story of Kleine Klaus. It speaks of joy 
and sorrow, sickness and health, life and death. It 
runs the entire gamut of human experience, the 
whole of which is played to the accompaniment of a 
wholesome Christian philosophy of life. 


HENRY MARTYN, CONFESSOR OF THE 
FAITH, by Constance Padwick. Moody Press. 
$2.50. Henry Martyn’s brief 12 years for God live 
still as years that have been used of God to send 
multitudes to the mission field and to bring other 
multitudes to a new yieldedness to God. This is 
another splendid addition to the Tyndale Series of 
Great Biographies. 


LIFE MATURES, by Roy L. Laurin. Van Kam- 
pen Press. $2.50. A devotional exposition of I 
Corinthians. In this book Dr. Laurin develops the 
idea that the Christian life goes beyond a contem- 
plated state into the realm of practice and everyday 
experience for the believer—maturing as Paul ad- 
monished and advised the Corinthians concerning the 
difficulties that had arisen. The book is written in 
non-technical language and should appeal to any 
Christian or Christian worker who desires to become 
more effective in the Christian life and service. 


DYNAMIC WORSHIP PROGRAMS FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE, by Letitia W. Wood. W. A. 
Wilde Company $1.75. Eighteen dynamic worship 
programs, each presenting a different topic in an 
arresting and interesting manner. The programs are 
designed for use in the church school, youth organi- 
zations, or even in the home. Each program begins 
with a discussion of the subject matter which is 
carried out with great originality and thought. 


PROTESTANT BIBLICAL INTERPRET A- 
TION, by Bernard Ramm. W. A. Wilde Company. 
$1.75. A text book of hermeneutics for conservative 
Protestants. It develops the historical, grammatical, 
and critical school of interpretation, as contrasted 
with the Catholic, religious liberals, and neo-ortho- 
dox writers. There are also chapters dealing with 
Biblical interpretation as it relates to ‘theology, 
science, and the Christian’s devotional and practical 


use of the Bible. 


CAMP AND 


CONFERENCE DIRECTORS 


Low Cost 


230 BERRY STREET 


Yr 


FOR CAMPERS’ MEDICAL REIMBURSEMENT 


A Streamlined Service 
Designed For Your 


Campers 


Provided by a legal reserve nonassessable life insurance company. 


BROTHERHOOD MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


INCREASED 
BENEFITS 


Requires no advanced 
payment nor minimum 


premium 
Write Today for Latest Information 


FORT WAYNE 2, INDIANA 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the. Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low. $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 


BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING 
By Ben. L. Rose - Pastor 


The article published under the above caption 
in The Journal is available in booklet form 
postpaid at the following prices: 10c per single 
copy; $1.00 per dozen copies; $5.00 per hun- 
dred copies, or $35.00 per thousand copies. All 
prices quoted are postpaid. Let us have your 
order at once as our supply is limited. 
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DON'T IFORRY, by P. B. Hill, P. B. Hill, 


Publisher. Four for 25c. Uhis sermon is addressed 


to Christians. 


THE MEANING OF DEATH, by P. B. Hill, 
D.D. P. B. Hill, Publisher. 12Vc. A booklet for 


the comfort of the bereaved. 


WHAT HATE YOU DONE? by P. B. Hill, 
D.D. P. B. Hill, Publisher. \Sc. A booklet written 
for those who are beginning the Christian life and 
desire to know the fundamental principles of suc- 
cessful Christian living. 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE, by P. B. 
Hill, D.D. P. B. Hill, Publisher. 15c. A booklet 
written in simple language to set forth the things 
that Presbyterians really believe. It will dispel many 
wrong conceptions and false reports as to Presby- 
terian doctrines. 


THLE PROPHET MICAH, by Benjamin A. Co- 
pass, D.D., and Ek. Leslie Carlson, Baker 
Book House. $2. 


The authors believe that the Book of Micah has 
a message for our day and age. They express the 
firm conviction that the Word of God as spoken by 
Micah rings down the centuries with a message of 
warning, hope, and promise for our bewildered 
world. This book is designed as a textbook for use 
in a survey course in the Old Testament or for a 
more intensive course in Old Testament Prophecy. 


CHRIST, CHRISTIANITY, AND COM- 
MIUNISM, by Af. AT. Blair. Standard Publishing 


Company. 


This book deals with a theme pertinent to the 
lives and thought of all of us. It stresses the fact 
that the teachings of Jesus are the source and 
foundation of human freedom and Christian civili- 
zation. He insists that the best wav to safeguard the 
United States and the world against Russian com- 
munism is to exalt Christ and His teachings. He 
believes that concentrations in our country which we 
see today offer an opportunity to the Politburo with 
its techniques of propaganda and infiltration. The 
author is Professor of Economics at the University 
of Tulsa. He is able to write as an excellent student 
of economics and as a Christian who is acquainted 
with its vital message for our day. 


THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS, edited by J. N. 
D. Anderson. Inter-l arsity Christian Fellowship. 
$2. The aim of this book is to provide a short factual 
account of the history, philosophy and practice of 
seven of the great religions of the world. A study of 
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Peter Marshall’s New Book 
MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER! 


These selected sermons and prayers, addressed to the man in 
the street, show Peter Marshall's greatness. “He was a man of 
great piety and great wit, a man with strength of soul and 
fine personal charm ... He put the whole power of his spirit 
into his beseechings of Almighty God.” $2.50. 
—Congressional Record. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Christian faith and practice has not been included, 
partly because the book is intended chiefly for 
circularization in English-speaking countries where 
there is easy access to numerous volumes dealing 
with its history and beliefs. Nor has it been the 
purpose of the writers to compare with Christianity 
the religions which they treat. They have sought, 
rather, to provide the western reader with informa- 
tion and to build up as clear a picture as possible of 
what each religion means to its adherents. In the 
final chapter the author discusses the problem of 
what one’s attitude should be to these religions in 


the light of the Christian faith. 


THE IMITATION OF CHRIST by Gerard 
Zerbolt. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing House. $1. 
This is one of the greatest works of devotional 
literature in existence. Now 500 years old, it is 
being reprinted. For many years this work has been 
attributed to Thomas a Kempis. Dr. Albert Hyme 
noted Medieval scholar of the University of Michi- 
gan, has done a great deal of research into the 
matter of authorship of this book and has come to 
the conclusion it was orginally written not by a 
Kempis, who adapted and edited it, but by Gerard 
Zerbolt of Zutphen. In the editorship of this book 
Dr. Hyme has omitted some of the passages which 
are inferior in quality. He has included only the 
chapters which are recognized as “more profoundly 
Christian.” 


MAKING 4d HOME, by P. B. Hill, DD. P. B. 
Hill, Publisher. 25c. A booklet dealing with the 
seriousness of the social structure of the world today. 
This book advances the idea that the home is the 
basic unit of society and that the character of the 
homes of a nation determines its destiny. A good 
booklet to give newly-married couples. 


PREPARATION FOR CHURCH MEMBER- 
SHIP, by P. B. Hill, D.D. P. B. Hill, Publisher. 
10c. A booklet setting forth the importance of a clear 
understanding of the meaning of church membership 
on the part of children who desire to unite with 


the church. 
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WOMEN'S WORK 
The Week Of 


Spiritual Enrichment 
March 18-25, 1951 


Theme: The Living Christ 


‘This week all women of the Church are encour- 
aved to seek the fellowship of the Living Christ as 
we follow day by day His experiences in that first 


Passion Week: 


Palm Sunday: The Day Of ‘Triumph (Luke 19: 
29-38). 

Monday: Jesus Cleanses The Temple (Matt. 21: 
12-17).: 

Tuesday: Christ’s Authority Challenged (Matt. 21: 
23-27; 22:15-40). 

Wednesday: Jesus Was Silent (No Record). Read 
John 11:55 - 12:11. 

Thursday: His Last Supper With His Disciples 
(Matt. 26:17-30). 

Friday: Christ Went ‘To The Cross (Matt. 27: 
26-56). 

Saturday: Christ In The ‘Tomb (Matt. 27:62-66. 

Easter Sunday: Christ Is Risen - Present And Reign- 
ing (Matt. 28:1-20). 


In reading these passages during the days of the 
week, March 18-25, you will be united with more 
than: 100,000 women of the Church who will be 
reading these accounts of our Lord’s experiences, 
meditating upon them with heart-searching ques- 
tions, and praying for a new experience with Him 
which will lead them to desire to make every week 
of their lives one of fellowship with the Living 
Christ.* 


“QO grant us light, that we may learn 

How dead is life from Thee apart, 
How sure is joy for all who turn 
To Thee an undivided heart.” 


“Remain united to me, and I will remain united to 
vou ... He that remains united to me, while I re- 
main united to him—he bears fruit plentifully.” 


John 15 


—Twentieth Century New Testament. 


*A leaflet to guide in this is available from Board 
of Women’s Work. 


Circle Shifting 
“Changes come - its life - things cannot always 
be the same, 
Conditions alter - otherwise, life would seem 
very tame.” 

But tame or not, this time of year finds most of 
us facing the annual upheaval of “cirele-shifting,”’ 
with as much apprehension as the girl in the poem 
who stood “‘with reluctant feet, where the brook and 
river meet.” 


MARCH 14.1951 


MRS. R. T. FAUCETTE 


Surely such things ought not so to be! Almost 
from my first “Auxiliary” meeting, | found myself 
enchanted with that phase of the Church’s program 
known as “Women’s Work.” Two things impressed 
me mightily: 1. Its friendliness, and 2, Its efficiency. 
‘Today, some seven years later, and in a much larger 
Church, I am still impressed with the same two 
qualities. Over the years I have come to see that 
circle-shifting has been in no small measure respon- 
sible for the development of both. 


Jesus gave to friendship the highest place on the 
ladder of Love when He said, “Greater love hath no 
man this ...”’ What spot in the Church affords a 
bétter opportunity for forming true friendship than 
the small intimate circle! Here young and old, rich 
and poor, meet with common purpose over God's 
Word and Work. And how can this small circle of 
friends spread to an ever-widening one without the 
vearly change of membership? Time and again I 
have discovered to my surprise and delight that some 
of my dearest “soul-mates’” were among those of an 
entirely different age and background than my own. 


And widening friendships lead to increased effict- 
ency in the operation and work of the larger group 
—the ‘Women of the Church.” As we accept new 
responsibilities and adjust to new personalities in the 
new circles, we find ourselves better prepared to take 
our place in the larger life of the Church. This in- 
creased “oneness” within the Church enables that 
body to move with greater unity and impact upon 
the world front. 


So, “move on - and welcome changes, and no 
doubt in time you'll see- 

The change you dreaded was a God-sent oppor- 
tunity.” 


Faith L. Mischler (Mrs. M. FE.) 


Wings For The Soul 


Likewise The Spirit 

‘Likewise the Spirit 

Also helpeth our infirmities.” 
When night closes in about us 
And sleep seems distant 

But desired ; 

Surging up from deep within us 
Comes a prayer to Him— 

Yet no words can we utter 


“But the Spirit himselt 
Maketh intercession for us 
With groanings 
Which cannot be uttered.” 
So often— 
In times of deepest distress, 
“We know not what we should pray tor 
As we ought,” 
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